34046 — a brief history
by Keith Speller, Project Archivist

BRAUNTON is a ‘Bulleid Pacific’ design express @agsr engine, a member of the
‘West Country’ Class. Mr OVS Bulleid was the CHiééchanical Engineer to the
Southern Railway in the 1930s and he was answericg]l for a new, modern,
powerful steam locomotive to help replace the aggiocomotive fleet at that time.

Many members of this class were named after town®onear the Southern
Railway system in the west of England. It was dre dass of 110 locomotives,
numbered 34001 - 34110. These were powerful engioapable of speeds in excess
of 100mph.

BRAUNTON was built in 1946 at Brighton Works, iratly carrying the SR number
21C146 and entering service in an ‘air smoothedfrfpincorporating many
innovative engineering techniques and developmeintise time, such as electric
welding and a unique internal chain drive assemitayiding power to the wheels.

A brand new BRAUNTON (as yet un-named) appr&@sisibgry from Plymouth i
summer 194 hhoto: Anon / Braunton Project archive.



Bearing a number, but as yet no name, the loco Vet allocated to Exmouth
Junction Shed. During this period it would have fbeen on the Barnstaple to
lIfracombe line passing through the town of Braumtdter which it was later named.

BRAUNTON, now bearing it's nameplate and bo#drrSBethion and BR numbers, takes
water on shed at Exmouth Junction in fR#t8. RK Blencowe / Braunton Project archive.

In 1948, the railway system in Britain was natieal, becoming British Railways.
Renumbering of locos took place at this time, WBRAUNTON receiving the
number 34046. The loco was officially named BRAUNITI® January 1949. Some of
the class were named at a ceremony at their ‘hoto&/n stations, but BRAUNTON
was not, the nameplates being applied without cesaynat Eastleigh Works.

In 1951 it was re-allocated to Salisbury and theigi&on, working services between
London, Brighton, Salisbury, Exeter, Plymouth #naclombe.

BRAUNTON passing Boscombe station with a BotrteeBiogihton service in 1958,
just prior to it’s rebuighoto: John A Young / RCTS JAY2533 / BrauntbarBhije.



Due to perceived problems by British Railways difecavailability and ease of
maintenance, BRAUNTON, along with other memberdiwé class was extensively
redesigned at Eastleigh in January 1959, losingjittsenoothed casing and the
internal chain drive.

BRAUNTON - the official photograph after rebail&astleigh Works in February

1959. photo: British Transport Commission / copyrigbuaiedy National Railway Museum / Braunton
Project archive.

After rebuilding, BRAUNTON was transferred to Bouemouth Shed and ran
services mostly between Waterloo and Weymouth arsiceover the Somerset and
Dorset line between Bath and Bournemouth. During floco’s career it hauled
many prestigious named trains such as the ‘Atlabtast Express’, the ‘Pines
Express’ and on one occasion in 1959, a Royal ToaRortland.

BRAUNTON, running behind another West CountB8/CRIEBITON, hauls the Royal

Train through Poole, returning from a visit tacEdkSin 1959.
photo: RA Panting / Braunton Project archive.



BRAUNTON was withdrawn from service in late 1965y@ars before the end of
steam on the Southern Region, after accumulatir@yZI0 miles. From 1966 until
1988 the locomaotive lay rotting in Dai Woodham'sr&gyard, Barry, South Wales. It
was rescued and moved to Brighton where an aborattempt was made to restore
the loco, by now in a deplorable state with manytpanissing, to running condition.

BRAUNTON in the weeds at Brighton in 1996,qusb fmeing moved to the West
Somerset Railway for restoratior: Stuart Nelhams / Braunton Project archive.

In 1996 it was purchased initially by the West Sose¢ Railway Association (and
latterly sold on to a private individual who haséled the restoration) and moved to
the Association’s engineering base at Williton be WWest Somerset Railway.
Thereafter followed a long restoration which is gmow reaching it's conclusion.
The few original parts to survive ie. the boilerarmes and wheels have been
refurbished and many new parts have been manufadttrom the original
engineering drawings. Surviving parts from othembers of the class have also
been sourced and fitted to the loco.

Over 100 people have contributed to the restoratipwhich has involved a mixture
of volunteer and paid work, under the leadership&direth Winter and Mike Johns
at Williton. In July 2007, the locomotive was steshfor the first time since 1965.
After successfully passing all the insurance exaqusred by law, BRAUNTON
commenced running-in trials on the West Somerseti\Ray during August. Work
on the loco continued throughout the winter and afficial launch tok place in
September 2008, after which it entered service be West Somerset Railway.



BRAUNTON in steam in 2007 for the first timeQatober 1965.

photo Keith Speller / Braunton Project archive.

The Mayor of Braunton unveils the nameplate strduciag the official launch on Wed
24" September 2008 Photo ‘Routemaster 6'/ Braunton Projegearchi



The future
The loco has been restored to a standard which ailow it to work on the main
line network once again, hauling excursions thraugtthe land.

As of the end of April 2009, the loco has run juster 3000 miles. Main line
recording equipment is being fitted during 2009.tk¢ moment the loco is running
with the tender from 35027ort LineThis will shortly be replaced with a brand new,
historically accurate 5250 gallon tender, featurioer bearing axleboxes.

Information
| am currently working on a book charting the hisyoof 34046 and putting it into
context with it's classmates during it's lifetintiie for publication later this year.

If anyone reading this has any records or photogsapf this loco at any point in it's
career (especially the Official SR ex works Brighpdoto and a photo of
BRAUNTON at Braunton, items we don’t yet have), weuld be very grateful to
hear from you in order that your information may la&lded to our extensive and
ever growing BRAUNTON historical archive.

Please contact me &eith-speller@sky.coror telephone me on 07971628767.




